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members from each, province were furnished with a
copy of it within two or three hours, and it was soon
afterwards piinted and published. The document,
being nothing less than the original secret instructions
of the archdukes to their commissioners, was naturally
read with intense interest by the States-General, by the
foreign envoys, and by the general public.84

It appeared, from an inspection of the paper,85 that the
commissioners had been told that, if they should find
the French, English, and Danish ambassadors desirous
of being present at the negotiations for the treaty, they
were to exclude them from all direct participation in the
proceedings. They were to do this, however, so sweetly
and courteously that it would be impossible for those
diplomatists to take offence, or to imagine themselves
distrusted. On the contrary, the States-General were to
be informed that their communication in piivate on the
general subject with the ambassadors was approved by
the archdukes, because they believed the sovereigns of
France, England, and Denmark, their sincere and affec-
tionate friends. The commissioners were instructed
to domesticate themselves as much as possible with
President Jeannin and to manifest the utmost conndence
in his good intentions. They were to tike the same
course with the English envoys, but in more general
terms, and were very discreetly to communicate to them
whatever they already knew, and, on the otker hand,
carefully to conceal from them all that was still a
secret.

They were distinctly told to make the point of the
Catholic religion first and foremost in the negotiations ;
the arguments showing the indispensable necessity of
securing its public exercise in the United Provinces
being drawn up with considerable detail. They were
to insist that the republic should absolutely renounce
the trade with the East and West Indies, and should
pledge itself to chastise such of its citizens as might
dare to undertake those voyages, as disturbers of the
peace and enemies of the public repose, whether they
went to the Indies in person or associated themselves
with men of other nations for that purpose, under any
pretext whatever. When these points, together with
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